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1992. She co-sponsored the domestic part-
ners ordinance extending benefits for unmar-
ried couples. Throughout her aldermanic ca-
reer, Alderman Shiller has fought for afford-
able housing and for city budget investments
to make Chicago a more affordable place to
live.

A strong voice for sustainability and green
technologies, Alderman Shiller took the lead
on a voluntary pilot program for multi-unit resi-
dential building recycling and created a task
force to improve the city’s recycling program.
She is an advocate for LEED certification in all
planned developments as well as in other de-
velopment projects throughout the city.

In 1989, Alderman Shiller sponsored a reso-
lution that created a sub-committee to focus
on ways to end domestic violence. As a result
of her leadership, the city now funds domestic
violence counseling centers and programs for
supervised visitations.

Alderman Shiller has continuously worked to
keep the 46th Ward both economically and
culturally diverse, while at the same time
working to develop virtually every area of the
ward. It is important to Alderman Shiller that
the 46th Ward continue to be defined by its
unique mix of people with very different eco-
nomic and cultural backgrounds. She has
worked on many models to retain this diversity
and, with the City’s Department of Housing,
developed the Planned Purchase Price Assist-
ance Program (now called CPAN), which pro-
vides opportunities for home ownership for
working families.

Alderman Shiller led a comprehensive and
inclusive community planning process result-
ing in the development of affordable housing
and thriving retail development at Wilson Yard
in the heart of Uptown.

Helen Shiller received her high school di-
ploma from Woodstock Country School in
Vermont in 1965. She attended the University
of Wisconsin at Madison as a history major
and received her BA in 1969. In 2005, she
graduated from DePaul University’s School for
New Learning’s Master's Program where her
focus was public policy.

| am confident that Helen will continue to
contribute to her community and city. | wish
her the very best, and | am proud to call her
my friend.

———
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Increasing Access
to Voluntary Screening for HIV/AIDS and STls
Act of 2011, which will help reduce the spread
and morbidities associated with HIV/AIDS and
other sexually transmitted infections (STIs).

Each year in the United States, almost 19
million new STIs occur and an estimated
56,300 Americans are newly infected with HIV.
HIV/AIDS and STls are syndemics. HIV infec-
tion can increase a person’s risk for acquiring
certain STls, as well as affect their frequency,
severity, and healing time, while STls increase
the risk of HIV transmission, impaired fertility,
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reproductive tract cancer, and adverse preg-
nancy outcomes.

Due to various factors, including stigma, a
lack of health care coverage, and an inac-
curate perception of risk among communities
and providers, HIV and other long-term, ini-
tially asymptomatic STIs often remain
undiagnosed or are diagnosed at later stages.
This leads to higher rates of mortality, mor-
bidity, disability, and transmission. Further-
more, the burden of HIV/AIDS and STis falls
disproportionately on different populations,
with 15—24 year olds, men who have sex with
men (MSM), and racial and ethnic minorities
facing the greatest risk for STls.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force recommend that vol-
untary screening for HIV/AIDS and other STls
be integrated into routine clinical care. All indi-
viduals engaging in sexual contact must have
access to voluntary screening that is confiden-
tial, rapid, accurate, and medically appropriate.
In addition, supporting scientifically based, cul-
turally competent, and age-appropriate inter-
ventions is key to reducing the incidence of
HIV/AIDS and other STls.

The Increasing Access to Voluntary Screen-
ing for HIV/AIDS and STls Act of 2011 takes
an aggressive and multifaceted approach to
combating HIV/AIDS and other STls, including
Chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis, hepatitis B,
hepatitis C, and human papillomavirus (HPV),
by increasing access to voluntary screening
and other preventive methods while preserving
patient rights and confidentiality.

Among other things, this bill requires Med-
icaid to cover voluntary screening for HIV/
AIDS and other STIs as a mandatory service
for all individuals 13 and older, including when
such services are provided at a Federally
Qualified Health Center (FQHC). This legisla-
tion also requires the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) to provide Medi-
care reimbursement for voluntary HIV/AIDS
and STI screening for all beneficiaries 13 and
older.

In addition, this Act requires group health
plans, insurance issuers providing group or in-
dividual health insurance coverage, and fed-
eral employee health benefits programs to
cover routine screening for HIV/AIDS and
other STIs; provides states with the support
they need to cover low-income individuals in-
fected with HIV until Medicaid is expanded in
2014 under the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act; and supports access to early
medical and mental treatment by linking pa-
tients to appropriate medical and mental
health services.

Lastly, this bill will help improve the accessi-
bility and effectiveness of screening and other
preventive services for groups that have been
historically underrepresented in public health
interventions for HIV/AIDS and other STls,
such as people living with disabilities, the
transgender community, women living with se-
vere physical disabilities, and women who
have sex with women (WSW).

Mr. Speaker, HIV/AIDS and STls remain a
significant challenge to individual and public
health. Through early detection and treatment,
as well as comprehensive education for health
care providers and communities, we can begin
to reverse the tide of infections. | urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill, which
combines the effectiveness of voluntary, rou-
tine screening with smart policy to improve the
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health of our communities and nation as a
whole.

HONORING DELIA P. SANCHEZ

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, in
recognition of her recent honor, the 2011 Syd-
ney & Thalia Potter Civic Leadership Award
from the League of Women Voters of
Hillsborough County, | rise to herald the
achievements of Delia P. Sanchez, a cham-
pion for children in Florida. Ms. Sanchez is a
wonderful example of the power of women to
shape future generations and make a dif-
ference in their communities. Ms. Sanchez is
a lifelong learner. She obtained her bachelor’s
degree from Florida State University in Social
Work with minors in Education and Spanish in
1945 and went on to get her Master’s in So-
cial Work at Columbia University in 1947. Until
1991, nearly fifty years later, she took grad-
uate level courses in areas such as Pupil Per-
sonnel Services, Education, and Rehabilita-
tion.

All the while, Ms. Sanchez was affecting
enormous change in lives of hundreds of chil-
dren in the Tampa Bay area. One of the great-
est services that Delia Sanchez provided to
the Tampa community was to work with Con-
gressman Sam Gibbons to bring the first Head
Start initiative to Hillsborough County. She
began her career as a Child Welfare Worker
for the Florida State Welfare Board. From
there Ms. Sanchez went on to work for the
School Board of Hillsborough County as a
School Social Worker and a Case Work Con-
sultant, working her way up the ranks to even-
tually serve as the Administrative Supervisor
for Head Start for nine years. Then, in the last
three years of her career, she went into pri-
vate practice to counsel troubled children.

Throughout her career and in her retire-
ment, Ms. Sanchez has served as a board
member or local representative to a number of
community organizations. The list is too large
to mention them all, but they range from the
University of South Florida’s Latin Community
Advisory Committee, the Citizen’s Advisory
Council, the Child Abuse Council, the Ybor
City Museum Society, to the National Associa-
tion of Social Workers.

For all of her hard work in education and
the lives of children, countless organizations
have recognized her. To name a few, Ms.
Sanchez is the recipient of the US State De-
partment Fellowship Award, the American Red
Cross Service Award twice, the Retired Social
Worker Outstanding Achievement Award, the
Hillsborough County Martin Luther King, Jr.
Award, the National Head Start Association
Lifetime Achievement Award and now the
Sydney & Thalia Potter Civic Leadership
Award. She is also a member of Sigma Delta
Pi Spanish Honor Society, was named Social
Worker of the Year by the National Associa-
tion of Social Workers by the Tampa Bay Unit
and then again by the Florida Chapter, re-
ceived an honorary Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of South Florida School of Social Work,
and in 1993 she was Hispanic Woman of the
Year.

Mr. Speaker, Delia P. Sanchez is a woman
of the highest regard who has dedicated her
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